WHAT ARE WE FIGHTING FOR? 


AMERICANS:— 

Our hitherto happy and prosperous country is plunged into a gigantic 
and bloody civil war. Eleven of the large slave states have rebelled, 
/Combined their forces, and now threaten our national govenrnmeot 
with more than two hundred thousand armed men, infantry, cavalry, 
and artillery, with all the material and equipments for great battles. 
Our brave and loyal troops have attacked them and been repulsed with 
great loss. Acquiesence iu their treasonable demands, and a disrup¬ 
tion of our nation we .cannot accede to. It would bury us in 
^unfathomable infamy and t eternal dishonor. 

Fellow citizens, reflect. Rebellion against a long recognized and 
-firmly established government is either a great doty or a great crime. 
When -the sovereign power is held by bad men — has been long' 
.abused*—and is used despotically to tyranize over the people utterly 
-.regardless of all their just and dearest rights, and no remedy left 
them but revolution, it is the duty of every brave men to strike for 
bis liberties for his own sate and the inheritance of his children. But 
when the .government is really and entirely the people’s government, 
.and the whole sovereignty vested in them, where every officer from the 
.chief magistrate down to constable is elected by the people at stated 
elections fixed by law at short periods, when every man has a vote 
who is willing to pay a mere trifle of the taxes necessary for the main¬ 
tenance of his government, then armed rebellion is indeed a crime of 
the deepest dye. It is a most infamous crime against liberty and the 
rights of the people which ouly that deadly foe to human freedom— 
,the slaveholder—would ever dare to commit in America-r-and that he 
has committed it, with the most insolent audacity, no one will deny. 

Fellow freemen, we have erred, grieyously erred in allowing slavery 
to be cherished, spread and propagated until it has increased more than 
eight fold in .eighty years. And now its dark spirit, the foul fiend of 
•.human bondage, the haughty tyrant of the plantation—the king of the 
cotton field—thus makes war upon our free institutions and beckons 
the finest flowers of our families, the cherished sons, the beloved bus- 
bands. the affectionate fathers .of our happy homes, the worshipped 
of many a warm heart, to battle and bloody death,—to horrid feasts 
of carnage on fields of fratricidal slaughter, where,-—but for slavery, 
peace and plenty, love and joy, would have dwelt in undisturbed tran¬ 
quility. The alternative is terrible. Tl^re is no escape. Come, 
then, my loyal countrymen, let us reason together. How shall we 
carry on this cruel war and conquer our heartless enemies? Shall we 
adhere to the present policy of our national administration, have ten 
or snore years of bloody strife, of enormous suffering, harrassing anxie¬ 
ties, and terrible sacrifices—costing more than one or two hundred 
juho^sand loyal men tfieir lives, the nation five thousand millions of 
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dollars, or far mere direct and indirect-^-entaiJing a large national 
debt and heavy taxes on our descendants* and another such a frightful 
war for our posterity to fight over again, and perhaps in the los3 of 
American liberty for ever ; or, shall we lay the axe to the root of tne 
evil and crush out the rebellion, with the dire cause that produced it? 
This can be accomplished at one tenth of the cost of loyal blood and 
treasure, and in one tenth of the time it will take to put down the 
revolt and preserve its origin for future trouble and contention. 

Tax payers, will you give ten times as much out of your hard earn¬ 
ings to save your government, with the fairest half of your common 
country sunk in darkness and despotism, as it will cost you to give 
light and liberty to the whole land ? The rebel slave states have for- 
jeited all claim to have their right to hold human beings in chattel 
slavery protected by the constitution. They themselves have broken 
the bond and trampled it under their gorey feet in the blood of their 
loyal brethren. Where there is slavery, there also is treason. Where 
slavery is, there also is rebellion. Where there is no slavery, there is 
no rebellion. Where there is no slavery, treason daie not show itself. 

What has filled our country with distress, tumult, war, and rapine ? 
Slavery. What is strewing the scenes of strife with the dead bodies 
of our own countrymen slain by each other ? Slavery and slave¬ 
holders. Yes, the slaveholders were the first to take up arms against 
<>ur and their glorious government. They were the first to fire on our 
fia fT , and the first to shed their loyal brother’s blood - . Not because 
they were wronged. Not because they were oppressed. But becausw 
they had wilfully and purposely lost a fair, legal, and constitutional 
election. Therefore, whatever rights, as slaveholders, they had under 
the constitution, they are now at an end forever. Then, of such 
blood-thirsty and murderous villany as only slaveholders and their 
minions could commit, 

*< Remove the cause and the effect vdll eease.” 

Russel, the correspondent of the London Times , tells us of the in¬ 
tense* hate, the fierce, fiendish spite the southerners have for their 
northern fellow-citizens. Why is it so? It is further from Indiana 
to California than from New England to New Orleans, from Mama to 
Minnesota than from Massachusetts to Sooth Carolina, and yet Indian- 
jans and California os are friends and fellow-countrymen, Maine and 
Minnesota are sister states in affectionate union. They are not cursed 
with slavery, therefore their love of liberty and free institutions, and 
of each other, is generous, mutually strong, and confiding ; their faith 
in freedom is pure, fixed, and abiding. r J hey dislike slavery, there¬ 
fore the southerners are their enemies, for slavery begets envy, hatred, 
malice, j *alousy, and a fierce res6ntmerit toward all who question its 
policy or its supremacy, or refuse to bow their necks to its rule. Why 
should non-slaveholders fight for slavery in the union because slave¬ 
holders choose to fight for it out of the union ? Why should loyal 
lovers of liberty be slaughtered by thousands only to jireserve the 
ft peculiar institution 1 * for the special benefit of their traitor murder¬ 
ers ? Why should ouy beloved country be filled with Wat, bloodshed, 
rapine, and tumult for years, eating out our substance and swallowing 
the hard earnings of many a lifetime, only to save, in its fullest 
extent, a" species of “property" not allowed in any other free nation, 



and which has always been a blood-stained curse and a stigma upon 
our country and bur Country’s fame % Why should thousands ofloydl 
American wives become widows because slavery must be saved ? Why 
should our children become orphans, our women childless, because so 
called southern rights, already forfeited, must be respected ? Why 
must American toothers continue on for years the sacrificing of their 
darling sons, the hopes of their households, the cherished and loved of 
their hearts, the prbiid pledges of their youthful love now the gladness 
of their declining years, on the altars of southern selfishness, to the 
hideous moloch of American slavery ? And after all, even if we can, 
why should we Wish to save our glorious union and keep engrafted on 
it the only thing that has ever seriously endangered its existence—the 
festering ulcer—the corroding carbuncle of chattel slavery f Ameri¬ 
cans ! we must now decide. Shall loyalty and liberty live in peace 
and security all overour country ? Then treason and slavery must 
die. The diabolical rebel and his 11 peculiar institution ” must perish 
together,—the dark, double stain upon the good name of our nation 
be wiped away forever, and the finest climates, the most fertile lands 
of America—no longer cursed with the sluggish despotism of stolen 
labor and unrequited toil, will become the happy home of free labor, 
freemen’s enterprise, energy, and prosperous industry. 

Strike, my brave countrymen, strike—but strike home to the heart 
of this vile rebellion. The traitors, sneering at freemen’s patriotic 
efforts to overcome them, openly boast that slavery enables them to 
seDd all their white men to battle, because their slaves perform all the 
labor, and produce all the supplies for the rebel armies. It is even 
so. Then, as the eastern tiger hunter coolly hamstrings his feline 
foe, so let us hamstring these fell traitois by cutting oft the slavery by 
Which they are enabled to spring at the throat of our liberties with as 
deadly an intent as any tiger, skulking in the jungles of India, pounces 
upon his defenceless prey. It may be said, we must abide by the con¬ 
stitution ourselves of We Cannot expect the south to submit to it, and 
that it would be unconstitutional to interfere with slavery. But when 
the slaveholder uses his slaves to aid him in breaking the constitution 
and destroying the government Under which bis right to hold slaves 
is recognised, what then ? He saws off the limb of the national tree 
that he rests upon and falls to the ground. Are we bound to uphold 
the right to his “peculiar institution” after he has himself spurned 
the constitution that protected it ? Must northern freedom be risked, 
perhaps lost entirely, to save southern slavery, because the slave 
owner will not allot* his rights to be secured by any other means than 
the destruction of our union ? _ . 

In short, mast the free Working man risk the loss of bis liberties to 
ensure the haughty, proud, and lazy aristocrat a rich living, by 
robbing the negro of his wages, without ever being reminded of his 
meanness ? Are we to allow the slaveholder to verify the spiteful 
predictions of all the despots and tories of Europe, who, ever since we 
became an independent nation have been confidently prophesying the 
downfall of our government, and the entire wreck of ail our free in¬ 
stitutions ? They are now gloating over our calamities. They are 
rejoicing in our sufferings. They are spurring; on our aristocratic 
traitors to slay loyal Americans, and the battle of Bull Hun has given 
them the greatest possible satisfaction. Their cry is, “ There, tve 



tol*l you so. The great republic has burst, like a soap babble, as we 
always said it would. The boasting northerners are cowards. They 
run like sheep, their government is gone, they have not half courage 
to uphold it. Monarckial rule will be restored in America, and in 
Europe it is now safe forever.” Now, fellow citizens, if we are to 
submit to a dissolution of our glorious government, and the realiza¬ 
tion of the hopes of all enemies of freedom, or abolish slavery, can we 
hesitate a moment in deciding ? 

It may be asked, what shall be done for the slaveholders in the 
slave states which yet remain partially true to the government. By the 
strict construction of the Confiscation Act, recently passed by Congress, 
every slave in the rebel states is now confiscated and free. All the 
personal property, and real estate, belonging to the rebels in arms 
against the United States is also confiscated. We have the power to 
enforce this law and take it all. Its amount is amply sufficient to pay 
the owners the full value of all the slaves in the four states and leave 
a large surplus toward the expense of locating the colored people in 
the Gulf States, as free laborers, or removing them, as fast as possi¬ 
ble, to Hayti, Liberia, and the British West Indies. As to the slave¬ 
holders, and worthless southern whites, the present generation will 
drag out the balance of their lives in lazy poverty, as most of them 
have always done. But they will be superceded by the universal 
Yankees and hardy northern emigrants, whose skill, energy, and en¬ 
terprise, together with free labor, industry,—free schools, free press, 
free speech, and superior capacity for improvement, will soon put the 
southern states a hundred years ahead of all that slavery has ever 
done for them. Then glorious America will be really the “ land of the 
free and the home of the brave.” The “Star Spangled Banner” can 
then be free from the taunt of foreigners,—that it hears also C£ the 
bloody stripes of slavery.” 

The civilization of the age condemns slavery as a great evil,—a 
grievous crime against liberty and human rights. Other, and far less 
just governments have abolished t£ chattel slavery.” Other, and far 
less free lands are doing away with it as a stigma and a disgrace no 
longer to be endured. Even despotic monarchs are ashamed of its 
existence in their dominions and have determined to remove the foul 
blot at every risk. Then, brave and loyal freemen of America, sov¬ 
ereign rulers of this hitherto glorious nation,—show yourselves equal 
to the emergency,—show the despots and tories of Europe,—the 
traitors and aristocrats of America, that you are true to the faith of 
your revolutionary fathers, now that the providence of God gives you, 
((though in the hour of a nation’s trial) the golden opportunity to turn 
this rebellion into a blessing, and make our beloved country still mpre 
honorably celebrated — as really enjoying, over its vast domain, 
the largest liberty—the most purified freedom—of any land the suij. 
•chines upon. 


WASHINGTON. 



